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BING 


JoTirnal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society 
Jaauaiy,  1929. 


RING  GIVEN  BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  TO  JOSEPH 
MEDILL  NOW  OWNED  BY  THE  ILLINOIS  STATE 
HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 

V-  ■      -  ■  . 

Through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Stout,  Head 
of  the  Canadian-Pacific  Express  Company,  Toronto,  Canada, 
a  ring  owned  by  Joseph  Medill,  former  owner  of  The  Chicago 
Tribune,  and  given  him  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  by  Mrs.  George 
"W.  McAvity  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  Mr.  Me- 
dill gave  the  ring  to  his  cousin,  Mr.  George  E.  Armstrong 
(one  of  Lincoln's  Guard  of  Honor)  of  New  York,  uncle  of 
Mrs.  McAvity  and  at  Mr.  Armstrong's  death,  the  ring  was 
given  to  his  niece  Mrs.  McAvity,  who  in  turn  presents  it  to 
the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library.* 

Joseph  Medill  and  Abraham  Lincoln  were  life-long 
friends.  The  Library  and  Society  are  most  appreciative  of 
Mr.  Stout's  thoughtfulness  in  having  this  ring,  with  its  his- 
tory, presented  to  the  Library,  and  it  will  be  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  Lincolniana  of  the  Library.  Mr.  Stout,  who  was 
a  former  Havana,  Illinois,  boy,  is  an  old  friend  of  the  Librar- 
ian, Miss  Georgia  L.  Osborne,  and  much  interested  in  Lincoln 
and  the  history  of  his  native  state.  While  visiting  Mr.  George 
W.  McAvity  this  summer,  Mr.  Stout  learned  the  ring's  his- 
tory and  thought  it  should  have  a  place  in  the  library  where 
it  could  be  seen  and  appreciated. 

(Signed)    Geobgia  L,  Osborne, 

Librarian,  Illinois  State  Histori- 
cal Library. 
Secretary,  Illinois  State  Histori- 
cal Society. 


•  Mrs.  McAvity  passed  away  September  8th,  1928. 

Mr.  McAvity  presented  the  ring  to  the  library  In  memory  of  his  wife,  Dec, 
1928. 


PRESENTS  LINCOLN  RING 


!usf  um  ^Gets  Ornament  Given  Joseph 
edill  by  President 

^  A  ring  presented  by  Abraham  Lincolri 
to  his  close  ^fi4«ad,_4a&a^*--M«dM*;«th«a 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Chicago  Trib- 
une, has  been  added  to  the  collection  of 
Lincolniana  in  the  Illinois  State  His- 
torical Library  at  Springfield. 

The  ring  was  given  to  the  society  by 
George  McAvity  of  St.  John's,  N.  B., 
who  inherited  it  as  a  part  of  the  estate 
of  his  wife  upon  her  death  in  Septem- 
ber. Mrs.  McAvity  had  received  the 
ring  from  an  uncle,  George  E.  Arm- 
f  strong,  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  guard 
.  of  honor,  to  whom  Mr.  Medill  had  pre- 
[   sented  it. 


Aiagas  t  31.  1932 


1302  H.  ¥aia  St. 

Ky  dear  Mr.  Lewis? 

%st  evldezice  do  you  hscve  to 
sTipport  your  atatement  that  the  pla  was  gtrea 
by  Lincoln  to  Hr.  Gwtln  as  th&t  Is  the  only 
contact  that  would  ir«k:e  the  pin  of  matM  value. 

Ve  do  not  mekB  any  appraisals 
whatsoever  as  the  enclosed  letter  will  show, 

¥ery  siaceray. 


II.  iJirector 
Lincoln  Historical  Research,  fossadstia 


.c^^c-^h-  ^^^^ 


„  ^  (Copy) 

bfiin  ^"^^r "^^^       ^^^^^  presence  that  I,  Francia  A.  Brewer, 
first  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say: 

I  have  exclusive  title,  legal  and  equitable,  to  a  pendant  brooch 
d  scribed  as  faiows:  yellow  gold,  with  black  trimmings  and  set  with 
25  rose  diamonds.  Said  brooch  was  once  the  property  of  Abraham  Linciln 
who  presented  it  to  Kate  Chase  Sprague,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Chase  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
first  wife  of  Governor  Sprague  of  Rhode  Island. 

After  the  Roscoe  Conklin  scandal  and  the  subsequent  separation  of 
Gov.  and  Mrs.  Sprague,  tha  latter  presented  baid  brooch  to  her  daughter, 
Portia.  In  I898  Nicholas  R.i Bp,ewep>:my  father,  painted  a  portrait  of  Gov. 
Sprague  for  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  also  met  his  daughter,  Portia, 
and  painted  a  portrait  of  her.  Mr.  Brewer  gave  the  latter  portrait  to 
Portia,  and,  in  turn,  he  was  offered  and  accepted  said  brooch  from  Portia. 

(Signed)  Francis  A»  Brewer 


District  of  Columbia: ss 


My  commission  will  expire 
pec,  8,  19^$ 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this  I8th  day  of  January,  195^. 

(Signed)  A.  E.  E.  Mason 
Notary  Public 


My  dear  Mr.  Warren  : 

When  in  Chicago  at  the  Ann  Rutlege  Tavern  I 
had  an  interview  with  Lincoln' s^'double,"  Dr .  Bull,  who  was  interested  in 
the  above  described  brooch  that  seems  to  have  such  an  interesting  history, 
I  am  very  interested  to  know  mote  of  it  myself,  believing  that  this  must 
^  authentic  since  j^^P^opl®  ^re  of  such  recent  prominence  that  this  man 
Could  hardly  dommit /^.n  indescression  regarding  4his  personal  contact  with 
his  father  and  get  by  with  it,  I  carried  it  to  Peacock,  the  jev/eler^who 
said  the  description  was  correct,  I  took  it  to  the  Chicago  Historical  Soc, 
but  Mr.  Shattuck,  the  Director /was  not  there  on  Saturdays.  So  could  not 
find  out  anything  more  definite  about  this  gift  from  Mr,  Lincoln  to  the 
very  intevesting  madcap  daughter  of  one  of  his  Cabinet  members.  Could  jiou 
give  me  any  further  data  concerning  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
presented  maybe.  I  wonder  if  it  could  have  been  a  wedding  gift.  I  am  told 
by  a  reliable  jeweler  that  it  is  about  a  l6th  century  piece.  So  Mr.  lincoln 
didn't  have  it  made         it  majj  have  had  a  yet  more  interesting  background. 

Pl-ase  let  me  know  if  you  can  give  me  any  furthe;?;  information  regard- 
it.        Very  truly  yours,  ^O.^m^^Ht^,  '^UMjU^ml,' ^ 


DecMer  13 »  1933 


Lexington,  M|is« 

1^  dear  Haiamt 

fto&nk  you  very  raoch  for  Galling  to  &xat  att«nti<m  %h9 
ikfficlavit  fti|pa«d  l>y  fraacitA.  Br«iHir  relstlve  to  th«  pr«$«ata«> 
tioja  of  t^  Wrooch  to  K«t«  Cbfts«  $|Hrai^ti9  bjp  Abraham  tlQColn, 

Va  Imire  nev^r  eoiBt  aero«t  thlt  trsdititm  V«for«»  and 
wMle  we  know  tfeat  l?r.  Uaoola  gr««tly  a(*nir#d  M!«8  C!»»«,  »• 

aever         «ny  evidence  «hlch  would  iwfpflort  the  olalm  B»de 
Im  tMi  afftdnTlt. 

Tow  ftory  luterest*  ut  very  mich  however,  and  aelde 
freas  the  ttatement  ifiilch  Infers  that  President  Lincoln  was 
present  at  the  wedding      Kate  Chase,  we  have  been  unable  to 
discover        erldence  whatever, 

fe  will  keep  yota»  Query  in  ailnd  and  If  we  are  advised 
later  on  as  to  the  history  of  this  brooeh,  we  will  be  pleaswd  to 
write  yoftt* 

"9 erf  sincerely  yotirs. 


Director 

MftH  Miteoln  Historical  leseareh  7otmdation 


1 


